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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Commercial ami sun itanj relations with the west coasts of Mexico, Cen- 
tral and South America . 

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to the sanitary condi- 
tions upon the west coasts of Mexico, Central and South America, so 
far as they may affect the health of this country. 

Commerce between this port and the west coast is maritime and prac- 
tically all trade is done by regular steamer lines, as follows: 

The Pacific Coast Steamship Company runs one steamer, the Curacao, 
as far down as Mazatlan, touching at Gulf of California ports such as 
La Paz and Guaymas en route. Her cargo is generally ore. bullion, 
live turtles, vegetables (from Guaymas), coffee, hides, dried fish, etc., 
coming this way, and provisions, machinery, etc., going down. She 
carries in addition a number of passengers but carries no ship's surgeon. 

The American-Hawaiian Steamship Company runs a line of steamers 
from New York around Cape Horn to San Francisco, thence to Hono- 
lulu, returning the same way. These vessels carry no passengers, 
bring out machinery and heavy or bulky articles and return with sugar, 
grain, etc., calling only at Coronel. Chili, for coal. Coaling is done 
in the open and little or no communication is allowed with shore. This 
line may therefore be eliminated as a sanitary danger. 

The Kosmos Line maintains a fortnightly schedule (subject to change) 
between this coast and Europe, with vessels of the Kosmos and Ham- 
burg-American companies. These vessels leave Hamburg or British 
ports and, touching at the Canaries or Cape Verde Islands, proceed 
direct to the west coast of South America when they touch at eveiy r 
port, except Panama, from Coronel, Chili, to San Francisco, where 
cargo or passengers mav be left or taken on. Some of these vessels 
bring from 20 to ?>0 bills of health. 

Starting from Germany with a small crew Chileans are shipped as 
laborers at Valparaiso and kept until the return trip. 

After discharging and taking on cargo here these vessels generally 
go to Seattle to complete cargo, discharge railroad iron, etc., thence 
proceed upon the return trip, stopping at the different west coast ports, 
and. in addition, going to Buenos Ayres or Montevideo. Should suf- 
ficient cargo be found before reaching here, vessels transfer through 
cargo and return to Europe. Some of the vessels carry passengers — 
saloon and steerage — and such vessels have a ship's surgeon. 

The European cargo consists of machinery, iron, wines, etc., and 
niter, ore, bullion, sugar, mahogany logs, and a few hides are taken at 
the west coast ports of the Americas, and wheat, logs, etc., upon the 
return trips. 
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The vessels are fairly clean, as is usual with German vessels, and the 
sanitary danger lies in the Chilean crew and miserable steerage pas- 
sengers en route and the danger of infection while lving at the docks 
in infected South American ports. 

The danger of infection by rats taken on upon the return trip is 
eliminated by the disinfection received at Hamburg after discharge of 
cargo. Since the outbreak upon the southern coast I have been fumi- 
gating these vessels to kill vermin, and also request that rat guards, 
etc., be used at the docks. Certificate of fumigation is given, and this 
is used to obtain pratique at certain ports upon the return trip. 

Pacific Mail Stcamxliip Company. — This company maintains a line 
of mail and passenger steamers which sail every week between here 
and Panama, touching at fourteen way ports in Mexico and Central 
America, and handling practically all of the passenger and freight 
business of these ports in addition to all through business via Panama 
between here and Europe and Xew York. At Panama connection is 
made via the railroad to Colon with vessels of the same line to New 
York: with the Royal Mail line to France and England via West 
India points; with the Compagnie General Transatlantique for France; 
Hamburg-American line for France and Germany; Compania Transat- 
lantica de Barcelona for Spain; West India and Pacific Steamship and 
Harrison lines for Liverpool via Mexican or Jamaica points and New 
Orleans, and La Veloce Navigazione Italiana for Genoa. 

Almost all of the through freight from these lines consists of 
machinery, pianos, furniture, etc., from New York, and wines, etc., 
from Europe; the Central American and Mexican freight coming this 
way being chietby coffee, ore, and bullion, fruit and vegetables, hides 
(green and* salted), and alligator and deer skins, cured. 

Of vasth' more importance from a sanitary standpoint at present is 
another connection at Panama; the steamers of the Pacific Steam Navi- 
gation and South American Steamship companies have weekly arrivals 
at Panama from the west coast of South American ports as far down as 
Valparaiso, including therefore the ports of Chile, Peru, Ecuador, and 
Colombia. Traffic arrangements exist between this company and the 
Pacific Mail Company, and freight and passengers are transferred at 
Panama for shipment to this port. 

The vessels of the Pacific Mail Steamship Companj' now lie at a dock 
in Panama while loading and unloading. They carry ship's surgeons, 
but as a rule they carry no microscope. Lately there have been a 
number of deaths from "malaria" reported upon the up trip in addi- 
tion to the deaths from yellow fever. 

Reviewing the history of plague epidemics elsewhere, it is no reflec- 
tion upon the conscientious and brilliant work of the Mexican health 
authorities in Mazatlan to fear a recrudescence and spread southward 
of this disease in the near future. Bearing in mind the presence of 
plague along the South American coast at ports connected with the 
city, and the fact that there is no quarantine station along the whole 
coast south of San Diego (unless we except the one to be built by the 
steamship line at Mazanillo ('()), considering also the sanitary condi- 
tion of Panama and Colon and the vast trade already centering there. 
I respectfully recommend consideration of the necessity for a com- 
petent sanitary inspector of this Service at Panama. * * * 
Respectfully. 

Hugh S. Gumming. 



